INTERFAITH STORY CIRCLE (IFSC)
Hosting Guidelines 

Thank you for hosting the (date) __________________ Interfaith Story Circle at __________________________.  

Interfaith Story Circle (IFSC) is an outgrowth of the United Faiths Walk of Peace which began in Dunedin in 2016.  Its purpose is to promote peace, justice, and mutual respect by bringing faith communities and individuals together for fellowship, dialogue, and increased knowledge of each other’s beliefs.  The heart-to-heart process of storytelling and story listening fosters an appreciation for the commonality of human experiences and builds community.  
The following guidelines will give you the basic structure upon which you can build your IFSC experience.   The Interfaith Story Circle experience is twofold:  the gathering of listeners in a circle to hear featured storytellers, and breaking into small groups to share and hear their own stories, experiences, and beliefs based on the theme.  If you have any questions, please contact Katie Green (774-364-0468) or Rose Frazier (727-465-6017).
PLANNING AND PREPARATION:  
THEME:  Each IFSC gathering centers on a theme… a core belief (peace, kindness, justice, tolerance, etc.) that transcends religions, cultures, and human experience.  The theme is selected by the host and is featured on all communications distributed to the public inviting them to attend.  A flyer will be produced by the IFSC Steering Committee and distributed on press releases, social media posts, and emails.  The host is encouraged to create copies and circulate them.  
AGENDA:  
1. The HOST opens and closes the Interfaith Story Circle with brief remarks, a poem, song, blessing, and may introduce the featured storytellers. 
2. Two featured storytellers will share their stories based on the theme.  One storyteller should be from. the hosting body.  IFSC Steering Committee will select the second featured storyteller.
3. IFSC Steering Committee will facilitate breakout groups and the return to the Circle. 
LOCATION:  
1. A fairly large, open area is needed to form a circle of chairs.  This space is converted into 4-6 breakout groups by moving chairs into corners or into nearby areas.
2. Amplification is strongly suggested during large group activities.                                                                                 3. A table is set up for attendees to sign in. IFSC will supply sign-in sheets and nametags.	
4. Refreshments are provided by the host at the end of the program. 
IFSC FORMAT
1. Attendees are welcomed at the sign in table..
2. IFSC opens the story circle with welcome remarks and introducing the host.
3. Host make brief remarks (poem, song, blessing, etc.) and introduces featured storytellers.
4. The featured storytellers each share a 8-10 minute story on the theme. 
5. IFSC transitions the circle into breakout groups. (usually 5-8 people)
6. Breakout groups share their stories. 
7. IFSC returns back to large group circle for closing remarks.
8. Socializing and refreshments.
###



OPTIONAL Donation (A nondenominational charity may be presented and funds collected in a drop-box at the discretion of attendees.)
IFSC STEERING COMMITTEE PROVIDES: 
Sign-in sheets/clipboard
Nametags
Posted Program/Agenda
Breakout group signs (GROUP 1, 2, ETC.)
Discussion prompts 
HOST PROVIDES: 
Date and theme
Publicize event (bulletins, announcements, etc.)
Location and meeting space with chairs
Sound system
Host and featured speakers
Refreshments (optional)

  

